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On December 30th, 2013, Cho Kyung-Chul, who was 
vice mayor under previous Mayor Kang, was elected as 
the new mayor of Gangjeong. Gangjeong Anti-Base 
Committee Chairman Go Gwon-Il and Choi Yong-
Boem, were elected as vice mayors. !ey will run the 
Village Association for 2 years from 2014. All members 
of the new association are strong proponents for peace 
on Jeju Island, so the Gangjeong Village Association will 
continue on as they have done for 7 years under Mayor 
Kang.

I live in Gangjeong so I "ght against the naval base. I 
couldn’t ignore the injustices happening before my eyes 
and it led me to be involved in this struggle. From now 
on, the new council members and I will do our best to face 
the situation of our village…If the Jeju government wants 
to do something for us, I would like to tell them to give us 

what we want. !ey are stealing the land, the sea and the 
home of the villagers…

!e top of my agenda during my term will be to 
moderate con#ict among the villagers. In my opinion, the 
people whom we "rst need to reconcile with are not those 
who secretly made the decision to host the naval base, 
causing anger among the villagers, but rather those who 
were tricked and pushed into supporting the base. 
I hope to restore our relationships with them and live our 
daily lives like before. It’s possible because we have lived 
in the same community throughout this long history of 
oppression. I will try to talk with them and unite their 
minds in order to live together. 

If the government admits their fault for the 
undemocratic way in which it pushed ahead the naval base 
construction project, and makes e$orts to do something 
for the villagers, then we would be willing to talk with 

them. I doubt that we can even try to have a talk with the 
navy. !e former naval leader in charge of the construction 
project set a bad precedent. He stated publicly that the 
navy would not force the sale of land in the building site if 
the villagers didn't agree. !en a few years later he became 
Naval Chief of Sta$ and forced the compulsory sale of 
land near Gureombi. In any country, the army should be 
a group which works with loyalty to the people. But the 
ROK Navy seems like a group lacking in common sense, 
which even tries to cheat their own people. I will try to 
take the right path for the villagers and our friends who 
love peace during my 2 year term. May Gangjeong Village 
have good fortune in 2014!



As 2013 ended and 2014 has begun, Okinawa witnessed 
two critical developments, and they are re-shaping the 
course of Okinawa’s !ght against the construction of a 
US military airbase in Henoko and Oura Bay, Nago in 
northern Okinawa Island. 

On December 27, 2013, under pressure from 
the Japanese government, Okinawa Governor Hirokazu 
Nakaima gave permission for land reclamation in Henoko 
and Oura Bay. While a complete turnaround from his 
previous position, the governor’s granting of permission 
now enables the Japanese government to move on to 
the phase of actual construction. Meanwhile, on January 
19, in Nago city, Mayor Susume Inamine, who has been 
staunchly opposing the base construction, soundly 
defeated his Tokyo-backed, pro-construction opponent in 
the mayoral election.   

In this situation, the government appears 

determined to proceed with the construction plan, 
dismissing the result of Nago election, even hinting at 
lawsuit and the use of police force. Many of us in Okinawa 
however are gearing up and taking actions. 

"e Okinawa prefectural assembly has adopted 
a resolution, calling for the governor’s resignation. Local 
citizens have !led lawsuits against the governor for 
violating the land reclamation law in granting the permit. 
Environmental groups are collaborating to challenge the 
governor’s decision on scienti!c grounds. And, many are 
preparing for sit-ins and rallies. It remains to be seen how 
this issue of the base construction will unfold in the end. 
However, with drilling surveys for reclamation scheduled 
to start in March, it appears certain that Henoko and 
Oura Bay will become a site of confrontation again. 
International attention is needed.



Emily Wang, who was denied entry to Korea and 
repatriated to Taiwan in April of 2013, following a 
short training abroad, has been able to come back to 
Korea, last December 30, 2013! She lived in Gangjeong 
since the summer of 2011 and joined the Save our Seas 
ocean protest team, and eventually became the 23rd 
international activist to be banned entry to Korea, related 
to Gangjeong. Upon hearing of her re-entry, it was 
assumed that something has changed in the regard to 
the entry denial blacklist. It was later con!rmed through 
o#cial sources that the entire blacklist has been cleared 
and the entry ban on all internationals who were denied 
entry in relation to Gangjeong has been lifted.

According to the Ministry of Justice, on May 
29th, 2012, 37 persons were placed on prohibition entry 
according to the Immigration Control Act, Article 
11, paragraph 1, subparagraph 3, which states that the 
Minister of Justice may prohibit entry to, “A person about 

whom there are considerable grounds for concern that 
the person may commit acts detrimental to the national 
interest or the public safety of the Republic of Korea”. 
Later following a policy change related to human rights 
violations, the ban was lifted on all 37 persons on May 22, 
2013 as per Article 14 of the Immigration Control Act. 
According to the Ministry of Justice, the policy change 
followed an outpouring of civil complaints regarding the 
banning of entry to internationals and various related 
human rights violations controversies.

Although the prohibited 37 persons are now 
free to enter Korea once again, sadly, French activist 
Benjamin Monnet, who was violently deported following 
his arrest in 2012 and later found guilty in a Korean 
court even though he couldn’t attend his own trial, is still 
banned entry to Korea for at least 5 years from his date of 
deportation.



I am the new secretary of Gangjeong Friends, Choi Hye-Young. Gangjeong Friends is 
an organization to support Gangjeong village and the activists here. We have around 200 
members at the moment. Gangjeong has struggled for 8 years. Gangjeong Friends holds 
a public awareness campaign every Tuesday from 6-8pm in front of City Hall in Jeju 
City. We do this to raise money and also remind people of the struggle of Gangjeong. 
You can join as a regular support member or as an irregular member as well. Regular 
members raise funds for Gangjeong and even small amounts help us a lot. I have many 
ideas for how we can work for Gangjeong in 2013. We hope to expand but still be a 
strong connection between activists and villagers. Please support us and help us grow!

January 20, 2014 marked the 5th year since the Yongsan Tragedy in which !ve residents 
of Yongsan were killed by state power during their resistance against a government 
and corporate development project in their area. "e Yongsan struggle, along with the 
Gangjeong, Milyang, and Ssangyong Motor workers’s struggles, has been one of the 
critical recent struggles exposing the injustices of Korean society and these four struggles 
have continually held each other in solidarity and support.

On January 18, 2014, ROK President Park Geun-Hye visited Bern Switzerland for 
summit talks with Swiss President Didier Burkhalter. On the same day, in front of the 
Bern Korean Consulate, members of the Swiss Railway Workers’ Union gathered to 
hand a protest letter to Park. "e letter strongly expressed that they were against the 
unacceptable oppression by Korean government on Korean railway workers who were 
on strike for 21 days last December. In solidarity with the Korean workers, they also 
advised President Park to comply with democratic procedures regarding the workers’ 
right to strike.

Meanwhile, earlier in January, President Park also received a harsh reception 
in India. Residents from India's Odisha State,  who have been struggling against a 
government land grab for Korea's steel company POSCO, burnt e#gies of Park, along 
with the Indian Prime Minister and the India Minister of Environment, upon her arrival 
in New Delhi. During the demonstration they stated that they wanted to inform the 
president of the damaged caused to their village. However, as the an Indian media outlet 
rightly claimed, her visit to India was about "sales diplomacy", focusing not only on 
sealing the POSCO deal but also on the possibility of a new joint nuclear power project.

On December 31st, 2013, during the party to welcome the new year in Gangjeong, a 
special fundraising event was held for Jeju artist Koh Gilchun, who su$ered a cerebral 
hemorrhage last August, and has been in hospital since then. February 3rd will mark 
6th months hospitalization for Koh, who is slowly getting better through rigorous 
rehabilitation.

We started for the question, "Why don't we teach Peace if Peace is so important?" and 
it led to Gangjeong Peace School in Gangjeong Village. Gangjeong is the best place to 
learn about Peace. "e Government broke apart the community in the name of "national 
security" in order to keep the country's "peace". But we struggle against the naval base, 
for life and peace.

Gangjeong Peace School was held once again, this time from January 20-25, 
with 11 students. We learned about April 3rd, 1948 Massacre and about the 8 years of 
Gangjeong's struggle. We toured the village learning from the memories of the villagers. 
We learned that Peace is not simply the absence of violence, but must be nonviolently 
built on love and nonviolent struggle takes a long time. Violence looks easy and like it 
can solve things quickly,  but nonviolence requires time to prepare and unite all of our 
strength together. During peace school we made a great performance about the red-foot 
crab who used to live on Gureombi Rock. We feel sorry that they lost their homes and 
are becoming extinct. Everything should be able to go back to where it once was. "e way 
of Peace is to pay attention to these small voices crying out.

We learn mutually, from each other, as we step together towards peace. Anyone 
who wants to act, dance, sing, swim, and struggle for peace, we invite you!


