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An event to mark the 2 year anniversary of the blasting

anymore, it lives on in our memories.

was also celebrated together a day early. Women’s Day in

of imprisonment, and the 106th International Women’s

committed by the navy in the process of blasting

singing and dancing and dressing up. This year, marchers

and visitors participated in a peace march from the village

the human rights of international activists by the ROK

of Gureombi Rock, Professor Yang Yoon-Mo’s 400th day
Day was held on March 7. Gangjeong villagers, activists,
center to Moetbburi Rock, which is directly next to
Gureombi Rock and the base construction site.

Exactly 2 years ago, Gangjeong villagers, Jeju

Islanders, and people from across Korea and the world

came together to resist the blasting of Gureombi and its

Like usual, there were many tricks and deceptions

Gureombi. It was also at that time that oppression on

Gangjeong is usually a fun celebration of Women with
passed out lilies to everyone they met.

Near the end of the march a press conference was

government reached a climax, when Benjamin Monnet

held by the Gangjeong Village Association in front of

Deep scars from the loss of Gureombi and dear friends

Kyung-Chul and Chairwomen of the Women’s Anti-Base

was forcibly deported and banned from re-entering Korea.
have been left in the hearts of the people of Gangjeong.

Prof. Yang, who has been imprisoned for 400 days,

the main gate of the construction site. New mayor Cho
Committee, Jeong Young-Hee gave speeches.

At the end of the march, there was a final

coastal waters. For thousands of years, Gureombi has been

was also remembered. He once declared that it was his

ceremony on Moetbburi Rock. The ceremony included

and embraced by the people of Gangjeong. Thus it was

it known to the world. Putting his words into practice has

about memories of Gureombi, and a special peace dance,

a playground, a garden, and a mother’s arms, embracing

perhaps the most painful and sorrowful moment of this
8 year struggle to experience the partial destruction of

Gureombi Rock. Still, though we cannot see Gureombi

calling as a critic to discover beauty, protect it, and make
cost him his freedom and so we marched to remember
him.

Since March 8 is International Women’s Day, it

a traditional music performance, the reading of a poem
led by a dancing group for the victims of the Jeju 4.3

Massacre. The event closed with each tying a flower to the
fence of the construction site with a piece of torn cloth.
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Gureombi rock calling loud while disappearing in massive

Resolved to beg for food and lodge wearing prison clothes

minerals, plants, animals and humans.

Kayaking to prevent the murder, while warmly

Those are some memories of the last moments spent to

As the frontline of USA military pivot to Asia-Pacific,

As long as Korea is enslaved under division, they might be

Let’s keep our light shining even in the darkest of days.

explosions.

encouraged by Gangjeong villagers.

Sitting on a Earth Mother fucking crane surrounded by a
legion of submitted governmental peons.

Acknowledging people following our way through the
barbed wire breach.

on arrival in Paris.

keep Jeju island free from the war beast.

afraid to allow me to step in this territory, which is under
the yoke of USA army.

Watching Beom Island at the horizon while sharing with

Anyway, I will always remember how to create a

Listening the soft wind which brought me here at the

Our team is still alive, and our spirit is even stronger.

Seri.

offspring of Halla Mountain…

Jeju island suffers to prevent an unprecedented World war.

movement of resistance empowering warriors of light.
Even though tired, many Gangjeong heavily oppressed
villagers are brave and determined.

Silent agents with leather gloves and jackets.

Isolated cell room, communication forbidden.

Through the heart beat of Gangjeong resistance, may you

Meditating one afternoon in the dark underground of an

themselves from evil forces.

The brutality of rushy transfers in high speed vehicles.
international airport.

Airway company stewardess arguing with petulant agents,
and refusing to let them throw me in the deportation
plane.

feel free to measure how strong humans are ready to save

Such as this blossoming garden, where seeds were kindly

planted and watered, Gangjeong is a source of inspiration
for whoever wants to be part of our humane family.

The family where elementary harmony prevails between
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Dear Pope Francis,

was mostly blocking the gates where the cement and

when you visit Korea. Your faithful walk of peace among

being built by the U.S. /ROK collaboration with Samsung

I wish to request your presence on Jeju Island

the poor is deeply needed in the Gangjeong village of Jeju
where the villagers have been resisting the construction

of a navy base for 7 years. Much of the resistance is being
done by Catholic nuns and priests on a daily basis. The

Eucharist is celebrated every day on the side of the road

JOHYHJ[LYPZIHZLKVU.HUNQLVUN]PSSHNLY2PT4P9`HUN

island of Peace in 2003.

This will be one of the largest naval bases in

submarines. Vessels will be nuclear weapon equipped. The

missile defense destroyers, aircraft carriers, and Trident

people experience the navy base as a sign of endless war.
Your visit there could do much to nourish a

have I been more proud of the Jesuit Order than in Korea.

culture of peace in our world. I found a deep well of

from September 24 to October 10. We lived and worked

to the resistance. Even though they feel significantly

A Buddhist monk from my area and I were there

,\U4P;OLWSH`PZHIV\[IV[O1LQ\HUK.HUNQLVUNHUK[OLTHPU

islanders. The island was designated an international

of the resistance. Three Jesuits have been assigned full

Jesuits have been imprisoned for their resistance. Never

^YP[[LUHUKKPYLJ[LKI`.HUNQLVUNHJ[P]PZ[HUKWSH`^YPNO[7HUN

been destroyed as well as rock formations sacred to the

the Pacific and will be capable of being a port for

time to support the villagers and the resistance. Four

4HYJO^HZ[OLWYLTPLYLVM @V\ PU1LQ\*P[`HVUL^VTHUWSH`

as contractor. The coral forest outside of the village has

opposite one of the construction gates. Bishop Kang of

the Jeju Diocese is the inspiration and biggest supporter

0THNL!:VUN+VUN/`V

building material trucks would enter. The navy base is

with the Jesuits and villagers. Never have I experienced
more deeply a faith community together in resistance
with the Eucharist at the center of it. Our resistance

spirituality that seems to come from their faithfulness
smaller than the gigantic military force, they continue. I
do believe it is a spirituality that can begin to turn back
militarism in the Pacific.
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On March 6, the ROK Ministry of Defense announced “New Defense Plan (20142030)” of which the strategic focus will shift from “suppressing North Korean

provocations” to “deterring an all-out war.” It will also “prepare for maritime disputes

with neighboring nations.” Efforts will also go towards developing the Kill Chain preemptive strike system and the Korea Air and Missile Defense (KAMD) system.

The media have reported that the military plans to re-organize naval task

forces by around 2023 with the idea of deployment of three more 7,400-ton Aegis

destroyers from 2023 to 2027. Meanwhile, the ROK air force will install a satellite

surveillance and control unit and plan to install five multipurpose satellites for survey
and reconnaissance of all of North Korea by 2022.

The navy will also form a submarine command post with 3,000 ton class

submarines. Meanwhile, next year it is planned to create a new marine brigade for

“integrated defense operation” to replace the small sized “Jeju Defense Command”
following the completion of the Jeju naval base project.

On March 4th, Jeju Sori reported that residents of Hwasoon, Jeju have been
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As if the land-theft and environmental destruction of Gangjeong for the naval base itself

resisting the new Hwasoon Coast Guard Dock project which would dock a 5,000

weren’t enough, the government has revealed its’ so-called regional development plan

It is thought to be an open secret that the navy will likely eventually use the dock as

the surface it is suggested as a project to increase the income of local residents through

Gangjeong base will make it difficult for ships to enter and exit.

plan entails makes little sense.

ton class coast guard vessel. The dock is planned to be completed by October of 2017.

for Gangjeong in connection with the base, and it is an issue that will blow up soon. On

its main base facility in Jeju because the poorly designed base layout of the illegal

alternative enterprises and agricultural support. But upon closer examination, what the
First of all, looking at the details for the “Direct Farmhouse Support Project”, the
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criteria for receiving support is likely too financially burdensome with those that want
the support having to pay nearly 50% of the costs. This will probably exclude any low-

income farms (the people who actually need support) from being candidates for support.
A more serious problem is that only the costs of the “Cruise Terminal Project”

are fully supported by the national government and all the rest of the projects must

actually be covered by the local government. Thus if this regional development plan

were to really be pushed forward, the debt of the Jeju government will increase by 500

billion KRW (Approx. 500 million USD). According to the plan, the local government’s
financial burden will be 171 billion KRW (Approx. 171 million USD), but under the

“Private Capital Inducement Project” there is a cost in the category “other” of 327 billion
400 million KRW (Approx. 327 million 400 thousand USD). Although this cost is

supposed to be covered by private companies, in actuality, such large sums of money will

be borrowed and the only place which can guarantee such a large amount of money is the

local government, making it highly probable that most of this burden will fall to the local
government and rather than revitalization, Jeju will fall into greater debt.

Furthermore, most of the projects are environmentally damaging, industrialized

fishing and farming, re-dubbed with fancy names like the “Plant Factory” or the

“Farming Complex”. This “Farming Complex” just means a fishery in a building.

“Marine Ranching” are just coastal floating fish cages. The “Plant Factory” will focus

on the maximization productivity without thought to whether it is creating good food
for the future. And most of the projects will further expropriate farmland and other

environmentally precious areas. Another plan is to create a 150,000 square meter park

near the Gangjeong-mul area. This will swallow vast farmland just for an unneeded park.
Worse, there is a plan to further destroy the landscape of the sea coast with a

new wind farm power complex and power plant. This environmentally disastrous green
washing project alone will cost 150 billion KRW (Approx. 150 million USD). It will

also bring 200 meter tall wind turbines

and be built directly on top of a precious
volcanic rock coastal eco-system.
It seems the aim is to

turn Gangjeong, a once beautiful,
“Excellent Eco-Village” and

“Absolute Conservation Area” into

an industrialized pile of concrete and

branded “tourism”. In the end, regardless
of how good an enterprise any of

this could be it is worthless, because
it is entirely without the input and

participation of the local people. Is this
really a regional development plan or

a forcibly-built, debt-making, military
resort?”

